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Zoning reform for housing
affordabllity: Reality or mirage?
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The Future of Single Family Zoning

1. Are we witnessing the end of single-
family zoning?

2. Will ending single family zoning solve the
affordable housing problem?
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Ongoing resistance to change

FIGURE 4
People of color are more likely to report racial discrimination when trying

to rent or buy housing

Likelihood of experiencing racial discrimination when trying to rent or buy housing
by race/ethnicity, 2017
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Source: Harvard TH. Chan School of Public Health, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, and NPR, "Dk in Amnerica: and Views
on Affects of Discrimination Aaoss Major Population Groups in the United States” (Boston; Princeton, NJ; and Washingtor: 2017), available at
i A hW2017/10/ck n \d-views html.
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we need to convince
the planners that there
is a bird colony here

{ The rare
Nimby Parrot |
perhaps?

Overabundance of R1 zoning

Residential land zoned for: M detached singie-family homes M other housing

New York 15 Washington 36' Minneapolis 70 Los Angeles 75

Seattie 819 Charfotte, N.C. 84 Sandy Springs, Ga. 85 Arfington, Tex, 89

V¥
’

Portiand, Ore. 77

San Jose, Cald. 94



https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/06/18/upshot/cities-across-america-question-single-family-zoning.html
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How Minneapolis Ended Single-Family
Zoning
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hitps://tcf.org/content/report/minneapolis-ended-single-family-zoning
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Claims against R1 zoning

1. There is a market for affordable housing only if we
could get rid of the regulatory barriers

2. Removing R1 restrictions will significantly advance
social justice and equity.

3. R1 zoning restrictions should be city-wide and beyond.



https://tcf.org/content/report/minneapolis-ended-single-family-zoning
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Will removing single family zoning
restrictions foster higher density
development in built-out arease

Market for Denser Housing

Figure 2. Percentage Preferring a Town House in the City
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Figure 5. Town House Supply Lags behind Attitudes (in Percents)

=
R

-
>

Age Group
Source: NAHB 1999,

(Myers & Gearin, 2001)
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Sources: NAHB 1999; U.S. Bureau of the Census 2000.
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Market for Denser Housing

IS E] The preference for “walkable urbanism” among Harris County residents
(2007-2017)
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er Would prefer to live in “a smaller home in a more urbanized area, within walking distance

of ¢ and workplaces,” rather than “in a single-family home with a big yard where you
would need to drive almost everywhere you want to go."
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YEAR OF SURVEY

Stephen L. Klineberg. The Kinder Houston Area Survey: Kinder Institute for Urban Research. May 2017
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Triplex building permits requested
in Minneapolis this year: 3

Tuesday, September 1, 2020 by Hannah Jones in News

htto//mwww.citypages.com/ney

permits-requested-in-minneapolis-



http://www.citypages.com/news/triplex-building-permits-requested-in-minneapolis-this-year-3/572278171
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Will this improve housing equity
and bring lower income residents
to opportunitye

$670K vs. 2 X $400K

Larger home demolished
ndrepacdwitn Y Yy

hitos.//wwwi statesman.com/news/



https://www.statesman.com/news/20160904/should-austin-block-or-welcome-development-of-new-homes-on-tiny-lots
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Avoid displacement risk

rOUOWUS 1 ¥
TheUpshot GET THE LPSHOT 1N YOUR INBOX

The Neighborhood Is Mostly Black.
The Home Buyers Are Mostly White.

Is jurisdiction-wide upzoning an
appropriate strategye
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Will it play in Peoriae

Final thoughts

» Don't stop at just ending single family zoning
» Coordinate your efforts

» Don't expect upzoning solve your toughest housing
challenges
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