
What is Land Use Planning? 

CHAPTER 1 

Before we dive into the specifics of land use planning, it is important to understand 
the process of community planning and zoning and the permitting of individual 
projects on a general level. 

Land Use Planning is: 

Defined. There are land use rules and procedures in place defined by statute and 
ordinance. When local governments impose land use controls, they are required to 
adopt specific rules and standards that will govern what landowners can build in 
the community and what processes they must use for such approval. Following lo
cal procedures is essential to obtaining lawful approval. The process does not involve 
guesswork or assumption but is specific to each local government which writes its 

procedures down in its codes and ordinances or other rules and regulations. 

Deliberate. Local ordinances and state statutes outlining particular steps in the pro
cess of regulatory land use must be followed with specificity. Deadlines for appli
cations and appeals will be enforced strictly when and if anyone challenges a land 
use decision in court. The individual steps involved in the approval process cannot 

legally be sidetracked or skipped over if someone challenges the process within the 

time allowed. 

Informal. Since land use is local and the final decisions are in the hands of citizen 
planners who serve on planning commissions, boards of adjustment, and city coun

cils or county commissions1
, the process has resisted efforts to make it more formal. 

Although the land use decisions by the local council can often be much more sig
nificant to a community than the average ruling by the district court, there is no 
comparison in terms of formality. Issues involving free speech, due process, property 
rights, and equal protection are common, but the few procedural safeguards to pro
tect constitutional rights are sometimes skirted in the land use process. This is so be
cause we as a public wish it to be so. If every hearing became as formal as the court 
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This is an excerpt from Ground Rules: Your Handbook to Utah Land Use 
Regulation.  The entire book can be purchased at Amazon.com.
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