
Infrastructure – Solutions for Housing 

Utah continues to experience rapid growth—but with it comes increasing pressure on housing 
affordability. 

In this session from the Utah Land Use Institute Conference, policymakers, analysts, and 
industry experts examine the structural challenges driving the housing crisis across the state. 

From land constraints and infrastructure costs to public policy and market dynamics, this 
discussion provides a grounded, real-world look at why housing affordability remains difficult to 
solve—and what tools are being explored to address it. 

 

⏱ Timestamps 

0:00 – Opening remarks & importance of housing data 
 1:17 – Panel introductions & housing policy background 
 6:18 – Why Utah’s growth drives housing demand 
 7:12 – Understanding the affordability crisis 
 8:06 – The “black hole” cycle of housing challenges 
 10:16 – Infrastructure as a major cost driver 
 12:15 – Why infrastructure is central to housing solutions 
 13:33 – Land constraints in Utah (limited private land availability) 
 15:22 – Density challenges and public resistance 
 17:03 – Opportunities with surplus land 
 21:47 – Infrastructure financing and development feasibility 
 23:17 – Public Infrastructure Districts (PIDs) overview 
 29:20 – Investment trends in Utah infrastructure 
 39:46 – Recent legislation impacting housing development 
 43:59 – State infrastructure funding programs explained 
 54:29 – Do current tools improve affordability? 
 59:06 – Why housing policy outcomes take time 

 
 
 

🧠 Key Discussion Topics 

 Population growth and housing demand in Utah 
 
 

 The relationship between land availability and housing prices 
 
 



 Infrastructure costs as a barrier to development 
 
 

 Public Infrastructure Districts (PIDs) and financing tools 
 
 

 Legislative approaches to housing supply 
 
 

 The gap between policy implementation and real-world outcomes 

 


